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Takashima, A., Yoshida, S. and Murakami, T.. Regeneration and light environment of Cryptomeria japonica forests on Yakushima
Island Kyushu J. For. Res. 57 : 185-188, 2004 Yakushima Island is registered as a world natural heritage site for its remarkable
example of an ecosystem and the value of its natural forest is recognized worldwide. However, previous studies on Cryptomeria
Japonica forests, which dominate 800-1,800 m a.s.l. of Yakushima Island, had revealed the decrease of old growth C. japonica. In addition,
the regeneration dynamics of C. japonica are still not clear. Therefore this study aims to clarify the differences of understorey light
environment and sapling establishment between mature C. japonica stands and unshaded denuded lands. In result, in mature C.
Japonica stands, most saplings were observed in limited gaps and established on fallen logs. On the other hand, in evenly unshaded

denuded lands, all saplings were established on stable surface. The densities of saplings were quite higher in latter. In addition, the
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studies on saplings of C. japonica were still few. We should start continuous survey on them.
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