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Kawahara, Y., Shimomoto, M., Yoshida, S. and Murakami, T. : Studies on thinning in old Chamaecyparis obtusa plantation forest
Kyushu J. For. Res. 57 : 306-310, 2004 Previous studies on thinning were rarely conducted in old plantation forest. Therefore,
silvicultural process in such forest has never been established. The primary objective of the present study was to research to suggest
the process. This study was carried out in the old Chamaecyparis obtusa plantation forest in Kyushu university forest, Fukuoka pref.,
Japan. The thinning intensity was decided by relative spacing. In 1998, the four thinning intensities, that is control (unthinned), weak
(175%), medium (20.2%) and heavy (24.7%), were conducted in the experimental plot. The stand structure including crown shape
measured in 1998 and 2003 were analyzed. As a result, significant differences in the mean percentage of basal area increment due to the
effect of thinning between control and medium were not observed. Significant differences in the crown diameter between 1998 and 2003
were not observed in weak, medium and heavy.
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