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Takashima, A., Kajisa, T. and Saito, K. : The changes of forest use and development in the northern part of Okinawa Island based on
aerial photographs interpretation Kyushu J. For. Res. 61: 57—60, 2008 We collected aerial photographs of the northern part of Okinawa
Island taken at four times in past to reveal the changes in forest use and development. Aerial photographs were processed into digital
orthophotos to be interpreted on a geographic information system (GIS). The result showed that in 1944 the mountainside forests
behind villages were converted to cultivated fields. As well, the mountainside forests along rivers were logged up to 2-3 km from the
seashore. In 1972 and 1977, forest road networks were constructed and logging activities initiated in mountainous areas. The ridges with
gentle slopes were newly converted to cultivated fields with elongated shapes. In 2001, the forest vegetation was recovering; however,
large areas of bare land appeared as a result of conversion to cultivated fields. Such human activities would have influenced the forest
ecosystems in this area. In the future, consideration must be given to planned forest uses that conserve the area’s ecosystems.
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