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Tguchi, T. Takashima, A., Yoshida, S. and Mizoue, N.: Topographic effects on the forest structure in subtropical secondary forests on
northern part of Okinawa Island Kyushu. J. For. Res. 61: 140—143, 2008 The northern part of Okinawa Island, called Yanbaru, is an
important region from the viewpoint of ecology. Therefore, the forest of the region should be managed with appropriate zoning based on
physical features of site. In general, it is well known that topography, one of the physical features, affects on the forest structure.
However, the effects of topography have not been fully investigated in this region. We utilized four numerical topographic indices, which
might reflects the nutrition and water distribution in the soil, to evaluate the influence of topography on forest structure. The mean stem
diameter, height and volume were higher in the valley than on the ridge. On the other hand, stem numbers were higher on the ridge
than in the valley. Our results suggested it was appropriate to product timber in the valley to gain much volume.
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