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Takahashi, G.,, Takashima, A. and Shinzato, T.: Stand structures after clear cutting in Yanbaru area of Okinawa Island Kyushu J. For.
Res. 62 : 84-87, 2009 The subtropical forest on the northern part of Okinawa Island, an area that is important from the viewpoint of
ecology, has many endemic species. However, clear cutting of around two hectares is presently undertaken in this area. This study
aimed to reveal the stand structures and dynamics after clear-cutting of stands. In a stand 14 years after clear cutting, sprout-origin
Castanopsis sieboldii and pioneer Styrax japonicus were present with a high dominance ratio. The peak of the diameter at breast
height (DBH) distribution appeared around 2-4 cm in this stand. In a stand 30 years after clear cutting, C. sieboldii dominated the canopy
layer and S. japonicus was correspondingly decreased. The total volume of this stand almost approached that of stands without any
serious disturbance during a period of 50 years, although the peak of the DBH distribution appeared around 8-10 cm. The stem density
was still high and the proportion of large trees remained low in this stand. These results suggested that 30 years after clear cutting,
stands were in the middle of the succession stage.
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