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Takashima, A. Takahashi, G, Oshima, J. and Saito, K. Growth patterns of Distylium racemosum in the Yanbaru area of
Okinawa Island Kyushu J. For. Res. 63: 50 — 52, 2010 Plantations of Distylium racemosum have been steadily increasing in the
Yanbaru area of Okinawa Island. Although such plantations first began about 30 years ago, reports on current stand conditions and
growth patterns are inadequate. Therefore, investigated the size and structure of D. racemosum in stands of different types ; secondary
forests of 30 and 60 years after clear cutting, old-growth forests without a record of clear cutting, and a 24 year old plantation. In all
natural stands, the size distributions of the diameter at breast height (DBH) showed a reverse J-shaped curve form. Maximum DBHs
were 4 cm in a 30 years after clear cutting stand, 13 cm in a 60 years after clear cutting stand, and 55 ¢cm in an old-growth stand. On the
other hand, most stems in the 24 year old plantation DBHs were 3-5 cm. Although DBH growth was facilitated in this plantation, growth
speed was still slow. Therefore, for sale of D. racemosum, it is important to decide how to use the timbers and when we will cut them.
Furthermore, efficient methods for the stands need to be developed to ensure straight, good quality timber.
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